REPORT FOR UIAA YOUTH COMM:   THE RORY LOWTHER MEMORIAL CHALLENGE
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During the weekend 5-7 March more than 250 mountaineers, including pupils and teachers from seven Gauteng (Johannesburg, Pretoria) and Kwa-Zulu Natal schools congregated at Swinburne in the Free State for the annual Rory Lowther Memorial Challenge.     
Sporting fun and sometimes downright silly outfits, the teams took to the rock faces and boulders around Rensburg Kop.   Points were scored in the multi-disciplinary event by climbing various graded climbs, and hiking cross-country to key points around Rensburg Kop.  The competition is known for its generous prizes, whilst the youthful spirit of the event is best highlighted by the much coveted "best dressed team" and "best team name" prizes!

But underlying the fun and games is a serious aspect:  safety.  Endorsed and supported by The Mountain Club of South Africa's Mountain Search & Rescue team (MSAR) the scoring system and marshalls encourage competitors to use the appropriate safety gear, such as climbing helmets, and to employ safe climbing techniques.  The paramedics from the MSAR team were on stand-by for the event, whilst after the event, team members also demonstrated critical self-rescue techniques.

Unfortunately, as with other sporting events, an incident did occur when one participant sustained a broken arm after taking a lead fall.  Fortunately MSAR paramedics were only metres away from where the incident occurred and the participant was speedily treated before taken to the nearest hospital.   He was soon back again with his arm in plaster, cheering on his schoolmates!
Competition results:

The overall winner was "Team Still Thinking" partners Steve Bretherick and Naureen Goheer, whilst Durban High School won the prize for the best school participation.  Some of the notable highlights of the fun prizes were Debbie Mulder and Allan Watson of Team "Top Hats and Tails" taking the best dressed team prize, whilst team "Annie the Duck meets the Aerodynamic Shark" won the prize for best team name.       
About the Rory:

The Rory Lowther Memorial Challenge is a multi-disciplinary outdoor challenge that involves various mountaineering skills such as rock climbing, mountain running and bouldering.  Since its inception in 2004 this unique annual event has become one of the largest rock climbing gatherings, drawing you and old climbers from all over South Africa.  Participants came from near and far, including Kwa-Zulu Natal, Gauteng, Mpumalanga, Free State and even as far as the Eastern and Western Cape.    In total 82 two-person teams competed, cheered on by numerous spectators and volunteers.  More than half the competitors came from various schools, including Durban High School, Pretoria Boys High and Kloof High.  The youngest competitor was aged 10, whilst the oldest was a youthful 67!   
And after the competition, fun and games - slack line, tug o' war, table climbing - to burn up the adrenalin that built up over the competition hours!   
More photographs can be seen on:  http://mcsa.org.za/jhbjoom/   

That evening the crowd congregated in the hall to listen to Kyle Meenahan, winner of the MCSA's 2009 Supertramp Award, tell his tale of adventure, mishaps, highs and lows, the amazing people of South Africa whom he met.  He walked the perimeter of the political border of South Africa.   He started and finished on the beautiful Blouberg beach in the Western Cape: his trip took just over 9 months, 5,500+ kilometres, 3 or 4 pairs of shoes!  The audience was captivated and he held them spellbound!    

He wrote a blog:  walksa.blogspot.com/ 
An invitation was extended to students at the Waterford Kamhlaba United World College of Southern Africa in neighbouring Swaziland (http://www.climbswaziland.org/) offering sponsorship of travel, accommodation and entrance fees.  After careful consideration the super keen students and the part time climbing volunteer, decided that unfortunately they will not attend, due to a number of reasons, the first being that they had not had adequate climbing since arriving back for term in January, the climbers are not feeling any where near ready to compete and there was insufficient time to make the necessary arrangements for them to get to the event.   Next time we'll get in earlier! 
Report by Deon van der Merwe and Jenny Paterson.
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