the protection and promotion of the natural environment.
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Argeos - the ancient latin name for Mount Ercyes in Kayseri, Turkey where the charter was finalised in June, 2005

Conclusions

These guidelines are intended to be applied, where appropriate, to communities newly exposed to
mountain tourism who can then adapt them to their particular characteristics and needs. Tourism
in the mountains is vitally important to ensure sustainable economic and social development for

people living in mountain regions, at the same time, it is important to prevent development from
destroying the environment and local cultures (as has often happened in Europe and other places
around the world). Mountain tourism has great potential to create vibrant communities in mountain
regions and to increase their standard of living. People living in the mountains are an important part
of these areas. In some cases it maybe important to create ‘parks’to raise capital to conserve flora,
animals, environment and local traditions and to promote access, enjoyment and understanding of
an area. Tourists and the people of tomorrow will surely need to escape from the congestion of towns
and cities to enjoy nature; the mountains will surely be both their inspiration and spiritual fulfilment.

Photos clockwise from top right: Marco e Rosa, with photovoltaic cells (Stefano Tirinzoni); Mineral sellers on the Karakoram Highway (Clare Bond);
Carrying wood in Svaneti, Upper Caucasus, Georgia (Clare Bond); Trekking in the Upper Caucasus, Georgia (Clare Bond). Inside: The Indus and the
Karakoram (Clare Bond).
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