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OPEN WOMEN'S MOUNTAINEERING FESTIVAL
LOFOTEN WOMEN
15 - 28 February 2010, Lofoten, Norway

Objectives of Open International Women’s Mountaineering Festival are:

· To exchange experiences between women climbers from Europe and Russia.

· To introduce the attendees to the culture and traditions of Europe’s alpine countries.

· To give Russian women climbers the support of Europe’s female climbing community.

· To conduct climbing workshops to improve the attendees’ technique.

· To create conditions for further development of female climbing in Russia.

· To give European climbers an insight into the ethics & traditions of Russian climbing competition. 
National culture days.  Traditional music & dance, national costumes, national cuisine.
Most mountaineering and climbing-related events be it a World Climbing Championship, a Piolet D’Or-style contest or a festival usually associate with sports activities alone.

But to reduce one’s acquaintance with a country’s climbing traditions to merely technical moments is self-limiting. Ignoring national culture and traditions one deprives himself/herself of a chance to get a better understanding of a country’s climbing scene.

That is why we invite women climbers from all over Europe to visit Open International Women’s Mountaineering Festival. Guests will conduct climbing workshop representing the unique aspects of their national climbing schools. Besides that the attending female teams will represent national culture and traditions of their home-countries.

Each team will be given an evening to do their presentation. Girls may wear national costumes, treat other participants to their national cuisine or perform folk dances and traditional music. It may be Russian pancakes and Russian dances. 

WOMEN'S MOUNTAINEERING FESTIVAL
DOLOMITES WOMEN
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From the 11th  till the  25th of June, in Italian Alps, in the region of Tre Cime di Lavaredo took place the open women meeting – National Mountaineering Festival «Dolomites Women». The meeting gathered 20 young women from Russia and Belorussia.

The organizers of the «Dolomites Women» were the Demchenko`s Russian Alpine Club and Russian section of DAV in Munich – DAV Club Russland. The festival was held with the support of the Russian Mountaineering Federation. The partners of the festival were Salewa and RedFox.

The organizers and the jury were the leading Russian mountaineers: Yuri Koshelenko, the holder of the “Piolet d`or” for the pioneer ascent in 2003 together with Valery Babanov to the Nuptse East; Sergey Efimov, the participant of the first Russian Everest expedition in 1982; Oleg Khvostenko, the climber from Krasnoyarsk; Elena Kuznezova – the  senior trainer of the Demchenko`s Russian Alpine Club, the secretary and the chairwoman of the qualification commission of RMF. DAV representatives: Igor Ivashura, president of DAV Club Russland and Vladimir Molodojen. One of the honorable guests of «Dolomites Women» was Christopher Heinz.

One of the main purpose of the festival was to develop the feminine style of mountaineering, which by the opinion of the organizers of «Dolomites Women» is typical for the women’s teams.
The Festival started with traditional Russian mountaineering competitions, so called «School», which take place on the multi pitch rout (3-4 pitches) marked by the organizers  with traditional rock climbing.

The next event of the «Dolomites Women» meeting which followed the School was the master class, in which all the comers could take part to demonstrate his own technique and style. 

After the finish of the opening events, the main part of the Dolomites Women meeting - the ascents to the Tre Cime di Lavaredo has began.

The participants had an opportunity to make any number of ascents on any summit of Tre Cime during 9 days. 

The central nomination of the Dolomites Women festival was Miss Dolomites prize – for the most feminine, graceful, technical woman climber. 
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